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Winter Concert Success  
 

Over 100 students from across the school participated in this year’s Winter Concert.  With a variety of acts from 

the Music and Drama departments, students took to the stage to show off their talent and the work they have 

been creating in both class and at the variety of clubs. 

 

The performance was hosted by Head Boy and Head Girl Nate and Lodie, who guided us through the numerous 

acts on display. The evening opened with a beautiful routine from Advanced Musical Club who performed Once 

Upon a December from the hit musical Anastasia, later they performed a high octane dance routine to the song 

Tyre Tracks and Broken Hearts from Whistle Down the Wind. Other acts from Drama included Musical Club, 

Drama Club and two routines from the newest club Boy’s Dance. We were also treated to extracts from Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory which Year 8 have been working on in lesson. 

 

Ukulele Club were the first group from music to perform and they brought a wonderful rendition of Riptide and 

then brought us the Christmas hit Last Christmas. Continuing the Christmas theme Advanced Vocal Group gave a 

fantastic performance of Higher Love and Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree. 

 

We also had two very talented pianists, who performed beautiful piano solos to the amazed audience. 

For the first time ever we also had a performance from a large group of Year 7s who performed Oom Pah Pah 

from Oliver, a song that they have been working on in Music lessons. 

 

The final acts of the evening were from two of our bands; Rock School lead by Benson Tsikwa who performed  

Billie Jean by Michael Jackson and Anorak Patch, an alternative band who write their own music and perform in  

local venues. The evening finished with the school choir who performed All of Me by John Legend and then were 

joined by the audience with an energised performance of Jingle Bells. 

 

Thank you to all of the students who performed and the staff who helped us to bring such a successful evening  

together. 

 

Miss Parker and Mrs Curd 

Head of Drama and Head of Music 
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Photos courtesy of Crystal Johnston  -  10D-HR 
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Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club runs every morning before school from  

7.30am till 8.20am.   

 

This is free and available to all students 

 

Students are not to enter the School site before 7.30am. 

 

We offer a choice of :- 

 

 Crumpets or Kingsmill 50/50 medium toast served with choice of butter, jam or marmite 

 Selection of cereals served with semi-skimmed milk 

 Pure apple or orange juice 

 Hot drinks including tea, coffee and hot chocolate with semi-skimmed milk 

 Milkshakes - available on a Tuesday and Thursday only 

Lost Property 

Lost property will be displayed at the Student Office from Monday 9 December until the end 

of term.  After this date all items will be disposed of. 

School Uniform Reminder 

The majority of our students look very smart every day.  We do still have a concern about some of the trousers 

and skirts that are being worn.  Please see below for a reminder of our expectations: 

 

If “trousers or skirts” are purchased from other outlets they should be a similar design. They should not be 

‘skinny’ (tight all the way down to the ankle), or made of stretchy material e.g. leggings or in the style of, or  

resembling, black jeans.  We appreciate that some shops are selling ‘school trousers’ in these styles, but they are 

not acceptable as part of the uniform for students at The Thomas Lord Audley School.  

 

Skirts should be black and knee length (as shown on our website) and not the stretch fashion designs or flared. 

 

We will be following up any items that are not suitable in the forthcoming weeks. 

 

If you need any further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us for advice. 
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TLA House Point Totals 
 

1st   Nelson 4.76 

2nd    Austen 4.61 

3rd   Darwin 3.54 

 

The year 11 competition is as follows:    

1st 11-RL with 29.72  for the year.  

Last weeks top earner was Sophie Blair, 9A-PB, with 21 

house points. Well Done!  

Bikes on School Site 
 

From Monday 11th November: 

 

Students arriving on site will be asked to dismount their bikes when entering the site 

from any of the school gates in the morning. 

 

When leaving the site after school students will also be asked to walk their bikes  

towards any of the main gates and push them through the pedestrian gate. 

 

These are the busy times when most students are either arriving or leaving the site by foot and we are asking  

students to walk bikes off site towards the gates to highlight responsible bike ownership. 

 

Students are allowed to cycle off site via the school field gate as long as they keep to the marked cycle way through 

the car park. 

 

In addition to the above, the bike shelter will also be opened around 3.15pm to allow for the majority students 

leaving by foot to leave the site first . 

 

We appreciate that is a new arrangement, but staff will be on duty to help support and remind those travelling to 

school by bike. 

 

Mr K Rowland 

Assistant Headteacher 

Attendance Winners 

This term’s attendance winners with 97.57% attendance were 7D-EH. Congratulations! 

Assemblies for week commencing 16 December 

This week the House Assemblies are being led by  Head of Year and Head of House associated with rewards. 

The year 11 student with the most house points last week 

was Ella Hardcastle 11-LO with 20 house points.   

Well Done!  
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Child Protection Policy 

The Thomas Lord Audley School’s Child Protection Policy is available via the School Website 

GCSE Examinations  -  January 2020 Reminder 

 

Wednesday 8 January 2020  -  Health and Social Care @ 1.30pm 

 

Thursday 9 January 2020   -  Child Development @ 9.00am  

 

Please note that in the unlikely event the school has to close because of 

bad weather, students taking an examination on that day still need to  

attend at the stated time regardless of other circumstances. Please make sure that they  

allow extra time for their journey.  

 

Mrs K Humphries 

Examinations Officer 

Christmas Jumper Day  -  Year 11 only 

 

On 17 December, Year 11 will be supporting ‘Save the Children’ and wearing Christmas jumpers.  

(This is for Year 11 only). They will be paying £1 to do this. 

 

Alongside this, at break time we will be holding a cake sale to increase the funds raised.  We would be very grateful 

for all cake donations to sell. This is on the same day as the Christmas dinner so there will be no other food  

available to buy that day. 

 

Please help us raise as much as possible for ‘Save the Children’. 

 

Also if you have any old Christmas jumpers that you do not wear, please would you consider bringing them in for 

the students that may not have a jumper to wear on that day. 

 

Your support is much appreciated 

 

Lorraine Robertson 

Assistant Head of Year 11 
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Pokémon Go: a parent's guide 

 

What is Pokémon Go? 

A smartphone game featuring the infamous 90s  

characters that allows users to interact with the real 

world using the phone’s camera and GPS capabilities. 

 

Using augmented technology, the game allows players to 

catch Pokémon in real life. Players will see a map of their 

current location, super-imposed with their character and 

all of the game elements. 

 

Different types of ‘wild’ Pokémon will appear and  

users travel around the real world catching them. 

 

On Level 5 players can unleash their Pokémon on ‘gyms’ normally located at real-life local places of interest – to do 

battle with other people’s Pokémon 

 

Pokémon 

Pokémon (pocket monsters) are creatures of all shapes and sizes with varying powers and abilities. Players, or 

‘Pokémon trainers’, capture Pokémon using a sphere called a Poké Ball and train them to battle other Pokémon for 

sport. 

 

Poké Ball 

A sphere used by trainers to capture wild Pokémon. The balls are thrown and when 

they touch a Pokémon they draw it inside and shut automatically. 

 

Pokémon gyms, Pokéstops and Raid Battles 

 

Gyms are where players teach their captured Pokémon to fight. At Pokéstops,  

trainers can pick up extra Poké Balls, snacks and medicine for their captives. The 

‘real life’ location of gyms and Pokéstops is likely to be a public place of interest. 

 

Raid Battles can take place when a ‘raid boss’ (a high-level Pokémon) takes over a 

gym and then players have to team up to take down the boss. Up to 20 trainers can 

join in the battle and they must be at the location of the gym to take part and have 

reached level 20 or above to take part. 
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Pokédex 

An electronic device where information about the captured Pokémon are stored. Players try to fill their Pokédex 

with the different types of Pokémon. 

Who do players interact with? 

There is no built-in chat function but the game encourages you to interact with other players in ‘the wild’. Gamers 

are highly likely to encounter other real-life people while playing outdoors. With the new Raid Battle feature,  

players will be joining in to play with others as part of a team. 

Is there an age limit for players? 

You have to be 13 or over to download the app, according to the app’s terms and conditions. 

How much does it cost? 

You can download the game on Android and iOS for free and play it without making a single in-game purchase. But 

as players progress they might require PokéCoins to buy items such as Poké Balls. You can earn coins during the 

game, but it is possible to buy them.  

Safety tips 

 Try it yourself, or walk around with your child while they play it and ask them questions; 

 If your child wants to venture out without you, make sure they go with friends. Players need to have location  

services set on their smartphones, so parents may wish to consider this when deciding whether or not to 

allow younger children out unaccompanied. Players don’t have to walk around while staring at the map on 

the screen. If a wild Pokémon appears near them the phone will vibrate to let them know; 

 Players don’t have to visit a Pokémon’s exact location to capture it – you can stop at a nearby area where it’s 

safe (ie: not in the middle of a busy junction); 

 Your child should choose a username that won’t identify either them or where they live; 

 Use caution when visiting Pokéstops and gyms. Your child might make some new friends at these places but 

they need to be aware of the dangers; 

 Be wary of ‘lures’ that players can buy with PokéCoins. They drop them at Pokéstops and Pokémon are 

lured to that stop for around 30 minutes. This gives people the power to lure a group of kids to a certain 

spot for 30 minutes; 

 Remind your child to save some phone battery for the journey home. The game uses a lot of power and will 

run out the battery faster than normal. 

 

Safety tips from Nintendo at the official Pokémon Go site https://

www.pokemongo.com/en-uk/  
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TLA Support Makes a Real Difference to the Lives of Local Children 
 

Homestart Colchester is a charity that helps local families get through difficult times and this year a group of Year 

10 Citizenship students from The Thomas Lord Audley School wanted to support the charity with their Toys for 

Christmas Appeal.   

 

The charity have been based in Colchester for over 22 years and they have said that this year they have needed the 

generosity of others more than ever.   

 

Year 10 Citizenship students and teachers from the school donated hundreds of new toys and on Friday 13  

December they were delivered to the Charity Manager Shelley Henderson and Scheme Administrator Ruth Jackson 

just in time for Christmas.  Students Daisy Smith, Leila Quinn, Paris Garner, George Emberson, Denisa Cojocaru 

and Grace Wheelans were treated to a warm welcome and tasty treats and learned how the Homestart charity 

was formed and in need of further support to help over 300 children and families in Colchester who desperately 

need their help and offer a number of services to them: 

 

 One-to-one support with parenting.  

 Behaviour support advice and strategies for children 0 -19 years 

 Information and advice 

 Support with housing concerns 

 Benefit advice 

 Foodbank vouchers including collection and delivery of food where needed 

 Grant applications 

 Group support for parents or children to build skills 

 Healthy-eating 

 School readiness and play opportunities, help with education. 

 Family events 

 Holiday fund 

 Mentoring assistance in your own home to provide support at difficult and challenging times. 

 Mentoring for young people and parents. 

 

If you would like for information or support the charity with a donation please visit the charities website:  https://

www.homestartcolchester.org.uk/ 

 

Mr Julier 

PE Department 

https://www.homestartcolchester.org.uk/member/shelley-henderson-2/
https://www.homestartcolchester.org.uk/member/ruth-jackson/
https://www.homestartcolchester.org.uk/
https://www.homestartcolchester.org.uk/
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Griffin Sigma Debate Success ! 
 

On Tuesday 3rd December a team of Year 8 students represented The Thomas Lord Audley School in the Sigma 

Schools’ Debate. There was tough opposition from the many teams that were taking part. The competition  

consisted of multiple rounds, where students debated using British Parliamentary rules. Students had prepared  

arguments for televising criminal trials, and whether British politics is ‘broken’. Both were skillfully and maturely 

delivered, as was the mystery round- the value of homework. Students had to make quick decisions and respond to 

remarks made by the other teams while keeping an eye on the clock- all in all, a very difficult task. The TLA  

delegation got to the final, and were praised for their tenacity and ability to raise effective points of interest. Well 

done to the team and to all the students who supported them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to the team, (Megan Coward, Erin McCarthy, Cody Holman and Keira Burnett) and to all the students 

who supported them. 

 

Miss Jones 

Teacher of English 

THE THOMAS LORD AUDLEY SCHOOL 
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Finance Notices 

1. Sharp el-531 calculators available via ParentPay for £4.40 

2. Replacement catering cards available via ParentPay for £3 

3. TLA school ties are available via ParentPay for £6.00  

4. TLA school tie (clip-on) are available via ParentPay for £5.25 

5. Replacement locker key are available via ParentPay for £3.00 

6. Easter Multi-Sports Holland Festival - 4th instalment is requested by 13 December 2019 

7. Year 10 Ypres and The Somme  -  2nd instalment is requested by 31 January 2020 

8. OCR GCSE PE revision guide available via ParentPay for £7 

9. Year 7 Mersea Camp  -  2nd instalment is requested by 28 February 2020 

10. Year 11 Science Revision Guides are available via ParentPay for £8.50 

11. Year 11 Edexcel Maths Revision Guides are available via ParentPay for £5.50 

12. Year 8 Germany  - 2nd instalment is due by 28 February 2020 

13. Music Tuition Spring Term - payment is requested by 6 January 2020 

Can we please ask you to check your child’s catering card 

balance and clear any debt before the start of the Spring 

Term 2020  

Diary Dates 

Monday 16 December Mersea / Peldon buses leave at 3.45pm 

Tuesday 17 December Christmas Lunch if you have paid via ParentPay  (all FSM eligible) 

Friday 20 December 
Last day of Autumn Term - school ends 12.30pm.  

Buses leave 12.45pm 

Monday 6 January First day of Spring Term 

Tuesday 14 January Year 9  -  University of Essex trip 

Wednesday 15 January Grade 9 Masterclass 

Wednesday 15 January Mersea / Peldon buses leave at 4.00pm 

Thursday 23 January Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

 

Page 11 
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The deadline has passed to purchase your 
Christmas Lunch. 

If you have not purchased a ticket 
your child must bring in a packed lunch on  

Tuesday 17 December. 
 

There is NO OTHER FOOD available at  
TLA during break or lunch on this day.  

 

Tickets will be issued via Tutors 
 

Students eligible for Free School Meals will  
receive a turkey lunch unless they advised  

the Main Office by 6 December 



13  

 
THE THOMAS LORD AUDLEY SCHOOL 

 

THE SIGMA TRUST 

 

Page 13 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

Beef Burger 
(Wheat Gluten Milk)  

Lasagne V 
(Wheat Gluten Barley 

Baked Fresh  

Potato Wedges 

Sweetcorn 

Sponge  
(Wheat Milk Egg  

Gluten) 

 

Christmas  

Lunch 

 

Turkey or  

Vegetarian Bake 

 

Chocolate Log 

NO OTHER 

FOOD  

AVAILABLE 

ON THIS 

DAY 

 

Fresh Chicken 

Pie 
(Wheat Milk Gluten) 

Quiche V 
( Wheat , Gluten,  

Egg, Milk) 

Creamed  

Potatoes 

Carrots 

 Apple Crumble 
(Wheat Gluten) 

Sausage Roll 
(Gluten Soya Wheat  

Egg) 

Baked Fresh  

Cajun Wedges 
(Celery Gluten Wheat) 

Baked Beans 

Macaroni Cheese 

Choc Oat Cake 
 (Wheat Barley Milk) 

 

TLA Catering Department 

Sandwiches 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

Chicken &  

Bacon Sandwich 

Cheese Salad 

Wrap 

Sausage  

Sandwich 

Ham Sub 

Cheese Sub 

 

NO OTHER 

FOOD  

AVAILABLE 

ON THIS 

DAY 

All Day  

Breakfast  

Ham Sandwich 

Chicken  

Sandwich 

Cheese Sub 

Ham Sub 

Ham Sandwich 

Chicken Salad 

Wrap 

Cream Cheese & 

Cucumber  

Chicken Sub 

Cheese Sub 

HOT & COLD FOOD TO TAKE AWAY DAILY 

ASSORTED PANINIS 

SALAD CART 

SPECIALS WILL BE ANNOUNCED DAILY ON THE INFORMATION TVS 
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All the staff at The Thomas Lord Audley School would like to wish you all a 

Merry Christmas and look forward to welcoming all the students back to 

school on Monday 6th January. 

 

Ms H Boast 

Headteacher 


