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15 July 2020 
 

Dear Parent and Carer 

I am writing to provide details of the arrangements for the start of next term.  I will write again towards the end 
of the Summer break to provide more details for Year 7 about the first day of term and to respond to any 
changes in the current situation. 

As you may be aware, when all students return in September the school will be required to operate in a very 
different way to comply with the most recent  DfE guidance.  Significant health and safety measures will be put 
in place and social distancing will still be required.  This will require significant planning and induction for all staff 
and additional support for those students in Year 7 joining the school. Please see the summary below.  

Beginning of term: 
 Tuesday 1 September and Wednesday 2 September – Staff training and planning for welcoming all 

students back, this requires an additional day from that originally planned 

 Thursday 3 September – Start of term for all students in Year 7 

 Friday 4 September – Start of term for students in Year 11 

 Monday 7 September – Start of term for Years 8, 9 and 10 

 
School arrangements: 

 All year groups will work in a separate part of the school and will be kept apart throughout the school 
day.  Year 7 will be based in the Science block 

 In order to manage the ‘year group bubbles’ pastoral care will be arranged on a year group basis rather 
than houses as currently the case for years 7 - 10.  Year 7 will be overseen by Mr Muir, Assistant 
Headteacher and Mrs Bailey/Mrs Downs 

 
Teaching and Learning: 

 Lesson times may need to be altered and arrangements for break and lunchtimes will also need to be 
adjusted to maintain social distancing 

 Students in Year 7 will be in their tutor groups for all lessons and in the same room for the vast majority 
of lessons 

 All classes will have seating plans  
 Students will not be able to take their exercise books home and it is likely that homework will be set 

using the Google Classroom 

 There will be equipment available to help students with their learning, but we urge students to come to 
school with their own stationery, which should include black or blue pens, pencils, a ruler, rubber, pencil 
sharpener and a scientific calculator if possible. 

 Learning Support Assistants will be in lessons and support students where there is an identified need, 
but these colleagues will perform their role differently to ensure the DfE guidelines are adhered to  

 Mobile telephones should not be seen or used on the school site.  Students who have them in school, 
must have them switched off and in their bags.  If students use their mobile phone, it will be confiscated 
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until the end of the day, which is in line with our school policy.  For persistent problems, parents will be 
contacted and asked to keep the phone at home in the future 

 
School routines: 

 Students will be required to regularly wash their hands and hand sanitiser will be available in all rooms 
 All students will be required to be in school uniform except on the days when they have PE when their 

PE kit will need to be worn to avoid having to use the changing facilities. 
 Assemblies and other large gatherings of students and visitors will not be taking place until further 

notice 

 The school’s behaviour policy and code of conduct will be updated to take account of the measures we 
need to put in place 

 Public transport should be avoided by all students and whilst school contract buses will be available, face 
coverings must be worn (more information will be forthcoming from the bus contractors in August 
before the start of term)  

 As you are aware, attendance will be compulsory from September and the school will work with parents 
to alleviate any concerns that may exist. 

 In light of recent announcements, it would be advisable if all students could have available a washable 
face covering and a plastic bag in which to store it (we expect that the DfE will provide further guidance 
on this issue in the coming weeks) 
 

I am aware that you may have a number of questions about these issues.  Please be assured that further 
information will be provided towards the end of the Summer break.  If you have any general queries, please 
email year6@tla.school.  This email will be checked during the Summer break but please bear in mind the school 
will be closed from Mon 20 July. 

We are looking forward to welcoming all the new Year 7 students to TLA in September.   

 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Ms H Boast 

Headteacher 


