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24 March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to provide a further update for Year 11 students.  We have received some questions 
about whether or not Year 11 students should be working on learning related activities.  We have 
recommended to students that is good for their mental health and to prevent boredom to be doing 
something.  The work we are providing will help with this, but it will also help students to keep their 
subject knowledge strong , if they are planning to study the subject further in the future and/or have a 
general interest in that subject.  At this stage, we would recommend students keep hold of exercise 
books and revision guides until a point in the future that the situation becomes clearer. 
 
The Government has also made further announcements about the exams for Year 11 students.  It is 
the case that the exams for the Summer have been cancelled.  There continues to be discussion and 
planning about how students will be awarded the grades.  Ofqual and the Exam Boards will be 
working on how this is calculated, but students should keep in mind that the intention is that their 
hard work will be reflected and that they are able to move on as planned to the next stage of their 
lives.  The full Written Ministerial Statement made yesterday by Secretary of State for Education can 
be found below. 
 
We have made contact with parents/carers of students who had been receiving an increased amount 
of support in school recently to offer continued help and support.  We are aware that the current 
situation is very difficult for everybody, but especially the Year 11 students.  If your son/daughter is 
finding it particular difficult and you would like us to help support them, please email 
enquiries@tla.school.   
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Mr S Essex 
Deputy Headteacher 
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Written Ministerial Statement – Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education.  23 March 
2020. 

 

As I announced to the House on 18 March, in light of the unprecedented public health emergency the 
Government has taken the difficult decision to cancel all exams due to take place in schools and 
colleges in England this summer. 

  

We recognise that students have been working hard towards these exams, and this is not a decision 
we have taken lightly. 

  

Our priority is to ensure that students can move on as planned to the next stage of their lives, 
including starting university, college or sixth form, or an apprenticeship or a job in the autumn. For 
GCSE, A and AS level students we will also make sure they are awarded a grade which reflects their 
work. Our intention is that a grade will be awarded this summer, based on the best available 
evidence, including any non-exam assessment that students have already completed. There will also 
be an option, for students who do not feel this grade reflects their performance, to sit an exam at the 
earliest reasonable opportunity once schools are open again. 

  

Ofqual will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade to each student which 
reflects their performance as fairly as possible, and will work with the exam boards to ensure this is 
consistently applied for all students. The exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their 
students well, to submit their judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have 
received if exams had gone ahead. To produce this, teachers will take into account a range of 
evidence and data including performance on mock exams and non-exam assessment – clear 
guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly this will be provided to schools and colleges. The exam 
boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, including prior attainment, and use 
this information to produce a calculated grade for each student, which will be a best assessment of 
the work they have put in. Ofqual and exam boards will be discussing with teachers’ representatives 
before finalising an approach, to ensure that it is as fair as possible. More information will be provided 
as soon as possible. 

  

The aim is to provide these calculated grades to students before the end of July. In terms of a 
permanent record, the grades will be indistinguishable from those provided in other years. We will 
also aim to ensure that the distribution of grades follows a similar pattern to that in other years, so 
that this year’s students do not face a systematic disadvantage as a consequence of these 
extraordinary circumstances. Furthermore, university representatives have confirmed that they 
expect universities to be flexible and do all they can to support students and ensure they can 
progress to higher education. 



A 

 

 

 
THE THOMAS LORD AUDLEY SCHOOL 

Part of The Sigma Trust 
 

Headteacher: Helena Boast BA MEd 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Monkwick Avenue, Colchester, Essex CO2 8NJ 
Tel: 01206 547911  Facsimile: 01206 760581    

E-mail:enquiries@tla.school  Website:www.tla.essex.sch.uk 
 

The Sigma Trust. 
Registered in England and Wales Company No: 7926573 

Registered Office: Walton Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, CO15 6DZ 

 

 

 

  

We recognise that some students may nevertheless feel disappointed that they haven’t been able to 
sit their exams. If they do not believe the correct process has been followed in their case, they will be 
able to appeal on that basis. In addition, if they do not feel their calculated grade reflects their 
performance, they will have the opportunity to sit an exam at the earliest reasonable opportunity once 
schools are open again. Students will also have the option to sit their exams in summer 2021. 

  

There is a very wide range of different vocational and technical qualifications as well as other 
academic qualifications for which students were expecting to sit exams this summer. These are 
offered by a large number of awarding organisations and have differing assessment approaches – in 
many cases students will already have completed modules or non-exam assessment which could 
provide evidence to award a grade. We are encouraging these organisations to show the maximum 
possible flexibility and pragmatism to ensure students are not disadvantaged. Ofqual is working 
urgently with the sector to explore options, and we will work with them to provide more details shortly. 

  

The Government will not publish any school or college level educational performance data based on 
tests, assessments or exams for 2020.” 
 
 


